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INTRODUCTION

The Kitab al-F@ig fi usil al-din by Rukn al-Din Mahmiid ibn
Muhammad al-Malahim? al-Kh¥arizmi (d. 532/1144), edited here for
the first time, is the only complete treatise extant on the theology of
the last school of the Mu‘tazila, founded by Abu I|-Husayn
Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Basri (d. 436/1044). Ibn al-Maldhimi was the
leading scholar of Mu'tazili ugil, theology and legal methodology,
and an associate of the famous Mu‘tazili Qurdn cxegete al-
Zamakhshari (d. 538/1144) in Jurjaniyya (Gurganj), the capital of
Kh*arizm. He had previously written a voluminous exposition of Abu
|-Husayn al-Basri’s theological teaching entitled Kitdb al-Mu‘tamad fi
usul al-din, which is largely lost. Some extant parts of al-Mu‘tamad
have already been published.! At the beginning of al-F@ig the author

states that he wrote it at the urging of his students and friends who

! Ibn al-Malahimi, Kitdh al-Mu‘tamad fi usil al-din, the extant parts edited by
Martin McDermott and Wilferd Madelung (London: al-Hoda, 1991), 616 pp. After
publication of this edition, further parts have been found. It is hoped that these can
be published soon.



found the lengthy and detailed treatment in his earlicr work unwieldy
and begged him to writc an abridgment. He finished the book on the
night of 5 Rabi‘ I 532 (22 December 1137), four ycars before his
death on the night of Sunday, 17 Rabi‘ I 536 (19 October 1141). The
few other known data of his life have been sct forth in the
introduction to al-Mu‘tamad. The reader is referred there for details.
Al-F@ig is an abridgement of the four huge volumes of al
Mu‘tamad divided into fourteen parts. The original five principal
points of the Mu‘tazila (God’s Unity, His Justice, the Promise and the
Threat, the Names and the Judgments, and Commanding the Good
and Forbidding the Bad) arc bolstered and interspersed by related

questions:
1. Unity
2. Justice
3. On the Creation of the Quran
4. On the Imposition of Moral Obligation
5. On Obliging what is beyond Capability
6. On God’s Incentive ({utf) for the Morally Obliged
7. On Prophethood
8. On Knowliedge
9. The Promisc and the Threat

10. The Names and the Judgments
11. Commanding the Good and Forbidding the Bad
12. On the Imamate

Since the theological works of Abu I-Husayn al-Basri arc largely

lost, the two books of Ibn al-Malahimi are at present our main source

ii



for his teaching. Abu I-Husayn al-Basri is known to have,in his Kitab
Tasaffuh al-adilla systematically revised some of the basic arguments
and proofs employed in the school of his Mu‘tazili teacher, the Qadi I-
Qudat *Abd al-Jabbar al-Hamadhani (d. 415/1025) and criticized the
methods and conceptual principles (usitl) on which they were built.?
He was severely .denounced for this by the followers of ‘Abd al-
Jabbér and accused of concealing heterodox views of the philosophers
in his criticism, While it is evident that he was thoroughly acquainted
with the teaching of the philosophers, it must be emphasized that he
substantially upheld the creed of the Mu‘tazila. His aim was to
strengthen the conceptual basis on which it rested against its critics,
not least the philosophers. His school remained critical of philosophy.
Ibn al-Malahimi composed a refutation of the philosophers under the
title Tunfat al-mutakallimin fi I-radd ‘ala I-falasifa. A manuscript of
this treatise has recently been found,” and an edition of it is under
preparation.

A major challenge to traditional kalam theology arose in Abu I-
Husayn al-Basti’s time from the philosophical teaching of Ibn Sina (d.

428/1037). The latter proposed a novel proof for the existence of God

? For details on the views of Abu I-Husayn al-Basri sce W. Madelung, “Abi I-
Husayn al-Basri,” in Encyclopaediu of Isiam. New Edition, Supplement, p.- 25,
idem, “Abu 1-Husayn al-Basrti,” in The Encyciopuedia of Islam. Third Edition, vol.
| (forthcoming); D. Gimaret, “Abu I-Hosayn Basti,” in Encyclopaedia Iranica, vol.
1, pp. 322-24. .

* See Hasan Ansari, “Kildb-i tizih-yi yab dar naqd-i falsafa,” Nashr-f ddnish 18
iii (2001}, pp. 31-32.

i



based on causality which appcaled immediately fo the mind by its
stringent simplicity in contrast to the more complex proof of the
theologians based on analogy between this world and the unseen. Ibn
Sina’s proof, however, entailed the philosophical view of God as an
ultimate necessitating cause and the eternity of the world which was
unacceptable to the theologians. Abu I-Husayn al-Basri matched Ibn
Sind’s proof with an equally direct proof dispensing with analogy,
which recognized God as a freely choosing agent who created the
world in time. Some of the supporters of ‘Abd al-Jabbar’s doctrine
rejected his proof as invalid, holding on to their traditional proof
based on analogy.

Abu I-Husayn’s thought, however, made a wide impact beyond the
confines of his own Mu‘tazili school. The spread of his teaching
among the Zaydi and Imami Shi‘a has already been sketched in the
Introduction of al-Mu‘tamad. Elsewhere details are only now
becoming cvident. Among the Ash‘arl kalam theologians, Abu |-
Maali al-Juwayni (d. 478/1085), the teacher of al-Ghazali, was
distinctly influenced by Abu I-Husayn’s proof for the cxistence of
God but would not acknowledge his indebtedness to a representative
of the rival Mu‘tazila® A century later, Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (d.

606/1209) freely adopted some of his views and arguments in his own

* W, Madelung, “Abi 1-Husayn al-Basti's Proof for the Existence of God,” in
Arabic Theology, Arabic Philosophy. From the Many to the One, Essays in
Celebration of Richard M. Frank, ed. James E. Montgomery, Leuven 2006, pp. 273-
80.
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works on theology and legal methodology® and expressed admiration
for him, although he also charged him with patent inconsistency in
upholding human free will while considering acts as incvitably caused
by their motives.®

QOutside Islam, Mu‘tazili scholastic theology prevailed among the
Jewish sect of the Karaites. In Abu 1-Husayn al-Basti’s lifetime, the
prominent Karaite theologian Abi Ya‘qub Yusuf al-Basir (d. ca.
431/1040), teaching and writing in Jerusalem, was an ardent advocate
of the theology of Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar and his school and rejected the
criticism leveled against it by Abu J-Husayn al-Basri in his
theological treatises. Substantial fragments of two refutations of Abu
1-Husayn’s proof for the existence of God by al-Basir are extant. His
views, however, met with opposition among the Karaites in Egypt. In
the second half of the S5th/l1th century the authoritative Karaite
theologian in Egypt, Sahl b. al-Fadl (Yashar b. Hesed) al-Tustari, son
of the Fatimid vizier al-Fadl b. Sahl al-Tustar1 (d. 440/10438), fully
cndoréed Abu -Husayn’s criticism of the usi!/ of the school of ‘Abd
al-Jabbar upheld by Yisuf al-Basir and encouraged the study of his
theology in the Karaite community of Egypt. Three large fragments of
Abu }-Husayn’s Tasaffuh al-adifla, presumably coming from the

% This is noted by Ibn al-Murtada, Tabagdt al-Mu'tuzila, ed. S, Diwald Wilzer,
Wiesbaden 1961, p, 119.

¢ W. Madelung, “The Late Mu‘tazila and Determinism: the Philosophers’ Trap,”
in Yad-Nama in Memorig di Alessandra Bausani, vol. |, Rome 1991, pp. 245-57.



geniza of the Karaite synagogue in Cairo, have been discovered in the
Fikrovitch collection of the Russian National Library in St
Pctersburg. One of them bears a note in Hebrew that it is constituted

as an endowment to Yashdr b. Hesed al-Tustari and his descendants.’

THE MANUSCRIPTS

We have microfilms of threc manuscripts of al-Fd'ig, all from the

Greal Mosque of San‘a” Numbers 189 (in our apparatus called 1), 53

(in our apparatus called ), and 35 (in our apparaius called ).

Number 189, naskhi, consists of 222 folios, 25 lines to a page. Fol,
166 of the manuscript is missing in the microfilm at our disposal. It is
the only one of the three which gives a date of completion: 630 A H.
Number 53 1s mostly in very clear naskhi, containing 587 folios
varying from 19 to 25 lines on each page. Its handwriting shows it to
be certainly later than Number 189, and it is not particularly reliable,
Number 55, naskhi, consists of 163 folios, 28 lines to a page. It was
written for Sharaf al-Din al-Hasan b. Amir al-Mu’minin, whom we

have not been able to identify.

7 Sec W. Madetung and S. Schmidtke, Rational Theology in Interfaith

Communication. Abu I-Husavn al-Bayri's Mu'tazili Theologry among the Karaites of
the Fatimid Age, Leiden 2006; Abu -Husavn al-Basri, Tasaffih af-udillu. The
extant paris introduced and edited by W. Madelung and 8. Schmidtke, Wiesbaden
2006.
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The three manuscripts are clearly threc independent copies; none is
merely a copy of another, which enables us to offer a composite
edition. No. 55 and 189 scem relatively closely related and they may
well have been copied from the same original, while 53 would seem
to be copied from another original. We started by uvsing 189 (which
exists in microfilm at the Dar al-Kutub, Cairo, Microfilm No. 101), as
our sole base, and then the other two were discovered in the Great
Mosque. In practice we generally choose the reading of 53 if it agrees
with either of the two other manuscripts. If these two stand together
against 53 the deciston is more difficult, but it scems that 53 is
generally more corrupt but not invariably so, for it is based on a
different tradition.

There is reason to think that the Arabic of Tbn al-Malahimi was at
times grammatically incorrect, elliptical, and awkward and that the
scribes at times tried to improve it. We have not hesitated to accept
such potential improvements where they make the sense plainer or the
reading smoother, especially since we do not have an autograph and
cannot hope to restore the original text fully.

In agreement with the scribal practice at the time, diacritical dots
are sparely used in the manuscripts. Faulty reading of undotted words
by the scribe could lead to his adding erroneous diacritical marks. In
most such cases the corrected reading has been adopted in the edition

without note of the reading of thc manuscript. The spelling

vil



peculiarities of the time, now obsolete, have been regularly

modemized.
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